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The Department of Education has passed a new federal satisfactory academic progress policy effective July 1, 2011.  This policy applies to both undergraduate and graduate students receiving federal financial student aid funds. This financial aid SAP policy is separate from the University’s general satisfactory academic progress policy.
Under the Federal SAP policy there are two (2) components: a qualitative SAP component (Grade Point Average) and a quantitative SAP standard (earned credit hours versus attempted credit hours.  Students receiving federal student aid must be in compliance with both standards in order to be considered making financial aid satisfactory academic progress.
Undergraduate Student Requirements

Qualitative Standard (Grade Point Average Component)
A minimum cumulative Grade Point Average  of 1.7 for undergrad students who have attempted fewer than 30 semester credit hours; a minimum Grade Point Average of 2.0 for undergraduate students who have attempted 30 semester credit hours or more or have completed their second academic year, whichever comes first.  Transfer credits are also counted in the earned credit hours. 

Quantitative standard (number of credit hours attempted versus number of credit hours earned)
Under the quantitative component of the financial aid satisfactory academic progress standard, an undergraduate student must successfully complete coursework within a certain time frame.  Charts showing the minimum number of credits you must earn each enrollment period and year of study are on the table below and College website. Additionally, for an undergraduate the time frame cannot exceed 150% of the published length of the program measured in academic years or credit hours attempted, as determined by the University.  For instance, if the published length of your academic program is 120 credit hours, the maximum period must not exceed 180 (120 x 1.5) attempted hours.
Not meeting these standards will place you on financial aid warning for one (1) semester.  A student on financial aid warning will receive financial aid for one (1) more semester.  However, before registering for classes the student must meet with the University advisor to develop a success plan and to receive approval for courses the student wishes to register for during the warning period.  

A student under financial aid warning will have his/her financial aid terminated if the standards (GPA and credit hour) are not met following the warning period.   

Graduate Student (Master’s and Doctoral) Financial Aid Progress Requirements

Master’s and Doctoral degree students receiving federal student aid must maintain a 3.00 Cumulative Grade Point Average. Not meeting this standard will place you on financial aid warning for one (1) semester.  A student on financial aid warning will receive financial aid for one (1) more semester.  However, before registering for classes the student must consult with their advisory on the best course options.
A student under financial aid warning will have his/her financial aid terminated if the GPA standard is not met during the warning period.   

To be in compliance, you must complete your credit hours as listed below.
	COMPLETION RATE CHART

Half-time students



	Year  

 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	Credits (5.5 credits per semester
	11
	12
	33
	44
	55
	66
	77
	88
	99
	110
	121
	132

	Three-quarter-time students



	Year
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	X
	X

	Credits (7.5 credits per semester)
	15
	28
	44
	59
	73
	88
	103
	117
	132
	X
	X

	Full-time students



	Year
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Credits (11 credits per semester)
	22
	44
	66
	88
	110
	132
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X


Financial Aid Termination – Undergraduate & Graduate (Master’s and Doctoral) Students 

An undergraduate or graduate student whose financial aid is terminated following the warning period will not receive financial aid again unless the student has submitted an appeal requesting financial aid reinstatement.  In your letter of appeal, you must explain the reason for your poor academic performance and provide medical documentation or other documents which helps to explain your exceptional circumstances. Your letter of appeal and accompanying documentation will be sent to the University’s Financial Aid Appeals Committee for review. You will be notified in writing of the Committee’s decision.
If your appeal is granted you will be placed in a probationary status for one (1) semester.
