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Housing – FAQ’s

Q- What’s my Address?

A-  Your address should appear on your mail in the following format:


Your Name


11301 Springfield Road


# (Mailbox number)_____


Laurel, MD 20708
Q-How do I find the RA on Duty?

A-The RA on Duty may be contacted at 301-655-2116.
Q-Where is the Office of Residence Life and how do I contact the office?

A-The Office of the Assistant Director is located in Innovator’s Hall on the first floor behind the front desk. The Office of Residence Life is located in room C-264, within the Office of Student Life Suite.  The Office is open 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Monday – Friday. Residence Life Staff may be reached by emailing residencelife@captechu.edu. 
Q-How do I contact Security?
A-There is a Security Officer on duty 24 hours a day.
.  Contact the Security Booth by calling 301-938-2928
Q-What do I do if my roommate/apartmentmate is missing?
A- If you notice your roommate/apartmentmate is unexpectedly gone/missing contact the RA or Office of Residence Life immediately. 
Q-What do I do if I am locked out?

A-Contact the RA on Duty. 

Q-What do I do if something in the apartment breaks?

A-If it is not  an emergency please email fhelp@captechu.edu (during or after business hours).  If it is an emergency repair and it’s after business hours, contact the RA on Duty at 301-655-2116. 

The following should be reported immediately via phone:


Electricity not working


Heat not working


Major water leak 


Problems with front door lock


Toilet not working


Water outage
Maintenance will respond to emergency situations right away; non-emergency situations will be addressed in the order in which the requests were received.   

Q-What do I do if I am having a problem with my roommate or apartmentmate?

A-Contact your RA to discuss the situation.  If necessary, the RA will schedule a meeting/mediation between all pertinent parties.  You may also contact the Office of Residence Life. Do not ignore problems; they may grow into unmanageable conflict.

Q-What do I do if noise from another apartment or room is loud enough to disturb me?

A-Politely ask the occupants to quiet down. If that does not help, ask the RA on Duty to talk to the resident of that apartment or room.

Q-What should I do if the fire alarm goes off?

A-Leave the building and wait outside in the grassy area/field between Innovator’s hall and the MCI building. Contact the RA on Duty as soon as possible, 301-655-2116, and alert the RA to the alarm.
Do not return to the apartments until given permission to by a member of the Residence Life or Security staff.  
Q-Why are the residence halls closed over winter break?

A-The halls are closed to provide time for repairs, renovation, and cleaning. It also provides much-needed down time for the Residence Life and Security staff.

Q-May I leave my things over winter break?

A-In order to accommodate the winter repair and cleaning schedule, you may be asked to not have any items on the floor of all rooms of the apartment.  

Q-What do I do if I get sick or injured on campus?

A-Medical emergencies on campus should be treated the same as if they happened off-campus.  Call 911 if you need an ambulance.  If it is not a medical emergency and you can safely travel to the hospital by car, please have someone (Uber or Lyft) drive you to the medical facility of your choice.  Contact the RA on Duty for non-treatment assistance or if you need help with transportation.
Q-Where is the closest Medical Facility?
A-The closest hospital to Capitol Technology University is Laurel Regional Hospital, which is approximately 5 miles away.  Patient First is located on rt198 and is open daily from 8 a.m.-10 p.m. (these hours are subject to change without notice)
Q-Are freshmen allowed to have cars on campus?

A-All students are allowed to have cars on campus.  They just have to register their vehicle.  Please see the Student Life page of the MyCapitol portal to register your vehicle
Q-Is there a Gym on campus?
A- There is no full gym on campus.  Innovator’s hall does have a cardio room for residential students. It is located on the 2nd floor across from the elevator lobby and houses 2 treadmills, 1 bike, and 1 cross training elliptical machine. 

Q-Is alcohol permitted on campus?
A- Those residents 21 years of age or older may consume alcohol in their room if their roommate(s) are 21 years of age or older or if they have a single room.  Alcohol may not be stored in any area of the apartment except a single room assigned to a resident 21 years of age or older.  Individuals under the age of 21 are not permitted to be in the presence of alcohol, whether it is being consumed or not. Alcohol may not be consumed outside of the bedroom.  No resident is allowed to possess or store more alcohol than what is reasonable for personal consumption.  

Q-Are there laundry facilities on campus?

A-Yes.  Laundry facilities are located on each floor of Innovator’s Hall.  Current cost to wash and dry is a $2.00 each; prices are subject to change without formal notice.  To pay for laundry you will use an app, information for that is provided on the machines in each laundry room.
Residence Life Mission

The purpose of the Office of Residence Life at Capitol Technology University is to establish an on-campus community of scholars who seek to further enhance the development of the whole person through an environment that promotes student growth, challenging opportunities, and supportive influence.

In addition to providing a convenient and economical home on campus, the residence facilities meet the student’s physical needs of shelter by providing attractive surroundings and a comfortable place to study and learn.

Living in the residence halls also contributes to the educational development of each student through exposure to students with a wide variety of cultural, racial and ethnic backgrounds, experiences and personal philosophies. The residence experience is designed to provide interaction among students, faculty and staff, harmonious living, and the broadening of one’s horizons through increased involvement in the University and local community, development of leadership skills and increased human understanding.

Residence Life Staff

The Office of Residence Life consists of professional and paraprofessional staff members. The professional staff maintains the Office of Residence Life and sees that life in the residence halls is orderly, is aware of student needs and serves as a resource when students have questions or a crisis. In addition to the professional positions, undergraduate or graduate students, called Resident Assistants (RAs), serve as a peer support system and role models for the students living in the halls. There is one RA assigned to each stairwell and he or she is directly responsible for the apartments nearest him or her.  The RA can serve as a friend, resource, peer-counselor or a mediator. The RAs receive ongoing training to assist students. 

Housing Costs and Deposit Information for 2019-2020
The cost of student housing per semester for a single room is $4,016; a double room is $3,495 a triple room is $2,974, per student; a Towers room is $3,564 per semester. An application fee of $150 and a security deposit of $50 are due at the time of each application. The Business Office collects housing fees at the beginning of each academic semester during registration.

If space is available, a student may apply for on-campus housing after the semester begins. In such a case, the cost will be prorated.

Housing Eligibility

All degree-seeking continuing and new undergraduate students registered for 12 credits or more and all graduate students registered for 9 credits in a semester are eligible to live in the residence facilities. Capitol Technology subscribes to a guaranteed housing policy for those new students who meet the May 1 deadline and for those returning students who meet the April 15 deadline. There are no accommodations for families. Single-sex housing is enforced, and accommodations are made in accordance with federal, state and county law for students with disabilities.
Housing Application/Agreement Process

New Students 

New students should submit their housing application and a $200 room reservation fee/security deposit to the Office of Residence Life upon being accepted to Capitol Technology University. All payments are made to the Business Office
Housing is guaranteed for new students whose applications and deposits are received by May 1 for the fall semester, and October 1 for the spring semester. Applications received after these dates will be handled on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

The housing application is binding for the academic year (fall and spring semester). Students cancelling housing should refer to the housing license for the list of fees and dates associated with cancellation.
If you would like to request a specific roommate, you must name that person on the housing application. The roommate
request must be mutual; therefore, both students must list the other name on their application to guarantee this arrangement. 

Students will receive a letter from the Office of Residence Life in the summer that confirms room assignment, check-in date and location.

Continuing Students

Prior to the reassignment process, the staff will provide information regarding housing priority and room assignments. 

A $200 room reservation fee and security deposit as well as an application will be due by April 1, allowing students to participate in room lottery/selection.  Students who apply and pay after April 1 will be assigned a room after every new student requesting housing has been assigned a room. Please see the Housing License for a list of fees and dates associated with housing cancellation.  By completing an application, you are holding yourself accountable to the license. If you are not assigned a room, your deposit will be returned. Students will receive a letter from the Office of Residence Life in the summer that confirms room assignment, check-in date and location.

Immunization/Vaccination

New and continuing students will be asked to submit updated immunization forms to the Office of Residence Life. These records are used to inform medical personnel of medical histories in case of an emergency. Students applying for on-campus housing must submit the immunization form prior to moving in or risk their housing assignment being blocked. 

There is no medical facility on Capitol Technology’s campus. Any student requiring emergency medical care will be transported to the Laurel Regional Hospital or a hospital of the student’s choice. 

Students who do not have insurance should purchase a medical insurance plan through a group-sponsored medical plan or University-sponsored medical access plan. International students are required to purchase medical insurance. The Office of Residence Life has information about insurance plans and local health-care providers.

In spring 2000, House Bill 227/ Senate Bill 653, “Institutions of Higher Education - Students -Vaccination for Meningococcal Disease,” was passed. This bill requires that each student residing in on-campus housing be vaccinated for meningococcal disease, or that the student sign a written waiver indicating that the student has received and reviewed information provided by the institution regarding this disease and has chosen not to be vaccinated against it. This information will be provided to all on-campus students with their housing application. 

Meningitis has been reported to be at a higher risk for on-campus residents by the Journal of American Medical Association. Capitol Technology University has never had a case of meningitis on campus. The University takes appropriate actions to ensure the cleanliness of apartments by performing monthly health and safety inspections; however, the residents are responsible for the cleanliness of their living area. Students are encouraged to speak with their health-care provider for more information and recommendations on immunization.

Check-in/Check-out Procedures

Check-in

For new incoming students, the residence halls open the week before classes start. These students will also be involved in Fall Orientation. Returning students may check in after the new students move in; these dates will be released each summer.

Upon arrival at the residence halls, a staff member will assist you with checking into your apartment. There will be signs directing you to the check-in location.

All students must complete and sign a room condition report when moving into the residence hall. 

Check-out

Vacation Periods
Residence halls will be closed during the winter break. All residents are expected to remove their belongings and leave the residence hall during this time. 
Before leaving Capitol Technology University for any vacation break, you are to take care of the following:


• unplug all electrical items in your room


• dispose of perishable foods


• close and lock your windows


• empty your waste baskets


• leave your room reasonably clean and place personal items in plastic tubs on top of the beds and furniture within the apartment

• pull down and close your blinds
These obligations are your responsibility and must be completed before you leave school.

You are required to leave your room within 24 hours after your last scheduled class/exam or by 5 p.m. of the last day of scheduled exams, whichever comes first. If you are in a situation where this is not possible, please contact the Office of Residence Life well in advance of the time that you are expected to vacate. All students must be out of the residence halls by 5 p.m. of the last day of scheduled exams. You may use Express Check-Out or a member of the residence life staff must check you out of your room. Failure to check out properly will result in a $50 fine.

End-of-Year or Termination 
of Housing Agreement

If you are leaving Capitol’s residence halls permanently, either at the end of the year or any time during the school year, you must check out with a member of the Residence Life staff. 

The staff will collect all of your keys and check your room to make sure that it has not been damaged during your stay. You are responsible for any damages to your room and apartment. Failure to properly check out will result in a $50 fine, plus any additional charges for keys and/or damages.

The University requests that you remove all of your belongings within 24 hours after completing the withdrawal process.

Release from Housing 
Agreement Policy

The Residence Hall Agreement is binding for the entire academic year. Agreements can be terminated at the end of each academic semester without penalty under the following conditions: marriage, graduation, official leave of absence (including medical), caring for a child, purchase of residential property, or a University program that requires students to be away from campus for a semester.   All students looking to be released from housing must petition the University. Students should contact residencelife@captechu.edu for more information
Vacant Bedrooms 

Vacant bedrooms in all apartments are locked and are not for use by other residents living in the apartment. Student housing fees provide residents with a bedroom and common living areas. Students who are assigned to a double/triple room, but do not have a roommate, must only occupy their portion of the room. If a student is found to be occupying the full room, he or she will be charged for a single-double room.

Single Room Request

The request for singles far exceeds their availability. Hence, singles are not often available for first-year students. Priority is given to upper-class students in sequence of seniority of residence. A waiting list is kept all year and students may have their name placed on it by contacting the Office of Residence Life. A new singles list starts each fall and is used for the academic year.

Keys

During check-in, residents are issued all keys necessary for access to the assigned apartment, personal room and mailbox. All keys remain the property of the University. Keys are loaned or licensed to the residents so they may rightfully occupy the apartment and room that they have been contracted and the keys provide access. 

The residence is only for the use of people who contracted to occupy it; therefore, students may not duplicate, modify or give the keys to any unauthorized person, or loan the keys to anyone.  Modification of keys includes writing or marking the keys with any permanent marker, paint, etc. and is expressly forbidden. Any temporary modifications, such as putting tape on a key, must be removed before checkout. Students must surrender their keys to the Office of Residence Life staff upon termination of their right to occupy the residence, or under other conditions stipulated by the University. If keys are lost, please contact the RA as soon as possible.
If you are locked out of your room contact the RA on Duty.  Repeated lockouts will result in a fine.  It is the residents responsibility to keep up with their keys.  

Room-change Procedures

At the beginning of each semester, there is a two-week room freeze. During this time, no room changes will be processed. The person seeking a room change must come to the Office of Residence Life, to speak with the Director for approval. Students are responsible for identifying the room they wish to move into. The current roommate and the new roommate must also agree in writing to the room change.  Any costs created by the move are the responsibility of the student requesting the change. Once the request is approved, students must properly check out of their old room and check into their new room. Any unapproved change may result in judicial charges against the students involved.

Amenities/Services
Computer Access

The University has installed Wireless and Local Area Network (LAN) into each room. Students must register their MAC address and computer name before access is granted. Please talk to IT services or put in a ticket if you can’t get your devices connected.
Cleaning Equipment

A variety of equipment is available to residents, including vacuum cleaners, mops, etc. Contact your RA or the RA on duty for more information.  Cleaning supplies will not be checked out during Quiet Hours. 
Sports Equipment

A variety of sporting equipment is available to residents, including basketballs, soccer balls, volleyballs, etc. Equipment may be checked in and out between the hours of  9 a.m. and 
10 p.m. Contact the RA on duty for more information.

Mail

Residents are assigned a mailbox when they arrive on campus. Mail is delivered to mailboxes located on the first floor of Innovator’s hall Monday through Friday. Large packages can be picked up in the mailroom, Room A213 (Monday – Friday 8:30am -5pm) or from the package room in Innovator’s Hall (call the RA on call)  
Trash Removal
Each apartment is responsible for its own trash removal. All items must be BAGGED AND TIED prior to placing them in trash chutes. Boxes are to be broken down and placed in chute rooms, NO BOXES should be put down the chute, pizza boxes should be placed in the black bins in the chute rooms.  Large trash should be left in the chute rooms.  All students with boxes should use their chute room on their floor.  During move in and move out there will be other trash removal guidelines. Failure to do so will result in a fine.  

Vending Machines
Students have access to sodas and light snacks through the vending machines located on the 1st and 4th floor in Innovator’s Hall 
Deep Freezer
Deep freezers will be available to apartments with triple rooms or double rooms upon request.  Rooms of 2 or 4 singles will not be given a deep freezer.  Petitions for one from these rooms may be considered but you must contact the Assistant Director of Residential Services or residencelife@captechu.edu.  There may be a fee for a deep freezer in rooms with lower student numbers.  There will be a fee for cleaning and food disposal if food is left in the freezer or it is dirty at the end of the year.
Lofts
Three capacity rooms will be given first chance at lofting beds.  Requests must be in by August 1 to not incur a charge.  Any other loft kits will be offered to two capacity rooms or rooms who missed the deadlines for a fee of $75.  Single rooms will be given the opportunity to loft after all two and three capacity rooms have been given the opportunity to turn down the loft.  Those in a single room will incur a fee of $75 for the loft at any point in the year.
Prohibited Items

Because of the special nature of the residence hall community, students are not permitted to bring the following items:


• Pets (except nonmeat-eating fish)


• Candles or incense

• Space heaters (kerosene or electric)
• Alcohol paraphernalia (display items such as shot glasses, empty bottles or those filled with colored water or any other liquid)


• Kegs, beerballs or taps – drinking game components
• Amplifiers, large speakers (one foot or larger)

• Firearms or other weapons (includes BB gun and splatballs)

If there are any questions about a particular item, please contact the Office of Residence Life for prior approval.

Community Living Tips

Capitol Technology University encourages a community standard of living. At the beginning of each semester, the RA staff will meet with each apartment in their designated area to help write a community living compact that establishes these acceptable standards. The students cannot change University policy but will be permitted and encouraged to communicate with one another to address issues of space and establish a cleaning schedule. Throughout the year, if conflicts occur, students will be encouraged to talk out their problems. If residents are unsuccessful, the Residence Life Office staff will assist in creating a written contract, based on student input, to remedy the situation.

In accordance with the residence life mission statement, each student possesses the following rights as a roommate and/or apartmentmate. Each student is encouraged to take an active role in ensuring the protection of these rights.
Each resident has the right to:
• read, study and sleep with as little disturbance as possible at any time of the day or night

• have personal belongings that are used by no one else without permission

• live in a clean and orderly residence

• enter the apartment and/or assigned room at all times 

• have guests, provided they respect the rights of the apartmentmates and conform to the guest policy

• be free of physical and emotional harassment

• speak openly

• be treated with consideration and thoughtfulness

• have written copies of University housing rules and regulations that govern individual and group behavior

• expect enforcement of the housing agreement contract

• direct access to staff that provides assistance, guidance and support as needed

• participate in student governmental bodies and housing departmental committees

• individual and group educational opportunities in their living community

The University holds no liability if the above rights are not met. These rights are only a suggestion to aid in creating the best possible living environment. It is critical that students take an active role in confronting behavior that infringes on their personal rights, and modifying their behavior so that they are not infringing on the rights of others!

Each resident has the responsibility to:
• be courteous and respectful of the rights of others

• refrain from creating damage and vandalism and to report such incidents in a timely manner

• comply with reasonable requests made by staff

• actively participate in self-governance

• keep his or her room and apartment reasonably clean

• study and academically succeed to the best of his or her ability

• contribute positively to the community by participating in educational and developmental activities

• actively create a living environment conducive to the academic experience by following all campus rules and apartment agreements and confronting or reporting situations that are disruptive to the living environment.

Residents are encouraged to assume responsibility for the physical facilities and overall condition of their residences and are also encouraged to adopt a positive attitude about the environment where they live. Residents should always lock their front door and keep their bedroom door open when occupied and privacy is not needed. Capitol Technology University’s  residence halls will be your home away from home for a large portion of the calendar year. 
An additional component to living in a community is looking out for each other’s safety.  Become familiar with your roommates’ and apartmentmates’ norms and habits so you know when something is wrong.  Communicate any changes in your norms to your roommates and apartmentmates so they will not worry about you.  If leaving for an extended period of time be sure to let your roommates and apartmentmates know.  Your roommate and your apartmentmates should have a way to get in touch with you, other than e-mail, Facebook, or myspace.  If you notice your roommate or apartmentmate is unexpectedly gone/missing please contact the RA or Office of Residence Life immediately. 
Health and Safety Inspections

Several times each semester, an authorized member of the Capitol Technology University staff will perform an inspection of all of the apartments. Inspections may be announced or unannounced. Inspections will be completed weekly/monthly for furniture inventory, cleaning check and for such purposes as are reasonable and necessary to ensure the comfort, safety and protection of the rights of all students at Capitol Technology University. Failure to pass these inspections may result in a fine to all apartment members or the individual responsible. Also note that spontaneous, random inspections may be completed to ensure that apartments are kept clean during the times between inspections.
Damage Charges/Fines

This is not meant to be a complete list. Rates are only estimates and are subject to change without notice. 
1. Keys

a.
 Electronic $20
b. Bedroom $150
c. Mailbox $30
2. Lights

a. Hall lights $50/each

b.
Kitchen lights $50/each

c. Bedroom lights $50/each

3. Doors

a. Front door $300

b. Room door $300

c. Bathroom door $300
4. Fire Equipment

a.
Fire extinguisher $50

b. Smoke detector $20

5. Furniture

a. Couch $1,200

b. Side chairs $550

c.
Coffee table $300

d. Side tables $300

e. Bar stools $30

6. Kitchen Appliances

a. Refrigerator $635

b. Dishwasher $505

c.
Oven $635

d. Stove $635

7. Blinds

a. Common area $300

b. Smaller Windows $45
8. Walls

a.
Sticker removal $25
b. Paint per wall $100
9. Bunkable Loft Bed

a.
Replace bed $750
b. Replace ladder $100
10. Mattress 
a.
Replace mattress $200
11. Dresser

a.
Replace dresser $600

12. Night Stand
a.
Replace $300
13. Desk Chairs

a.
Replace $330

14. Desk

a.
Replace $730

16. Mirror

a.
Replace $100

17. Towel Bar

a.
Replace $25

18. Shower Bar

a.
Replace $55

19. Shower Tiles

a.
Replace per tile $5
20. Shower Head

a. Replace $45

22. Cleaning

a. Bedroom $45

b. Common area $150

*Labor hours are not included in price
Residence Hall 
Specific Standards

(For University policies see “Community Standards and Conduct Review Process” in the Student Handbook)
Personal Property

The University assumes no liability for personal damage or loss. Residents are urged to lock their apartment and room doors at all times, for property as well as personal protection, and to not keep valuable property or large sums of money in their rooms. Residents may consider obtaining apartment renters’ insurance.

Painting/Decorating of Rooms

Painting of apartments and bedrooms by residents is prohibited. To avoid wall damage, only push pins and tacks should be used to put up wall decorations. Do not write on walls with any material, including invisible or glow-in-the-dark paint or markers. Residents risk being charged for room damages if decorating guidelines are not followed.

Rugs

All  areas in the apartments are uncarpeted. If residents place a rug in the kitchen area, it must be at least three feet away from the stove. All rugs MUST be disposed of or taken with you when you move out, fines will be assessed for left rugs.

Furniture

Furniture may not be removed from one room and moved to another area within the apartment or the building. Furnishings provided for living/kitchen areas may not be moved to individual rooms or other apartments. Students may bring select pieces of furniture, but the provided furniture cannot be removed to accommodate additional items. Failure to meet this standard will result in automatic fines and future discipline through the Judicial System.

Appliances

All apartments are equipped with a full-size refrigerator, stove, dishwasher and garbage disposal. Students are welcome to bring microwave ovens, toaster ovens, toasters, blenders, food processors, and other small kitchen appliances. With the exception of a microwave oven, these items may only be used in the kitchen area. Students are permitted to keep a small (less than 5 cubic feet) refrigerator in their room.

Room Entry

The University reserves the right to enter a resident’s room for the purpose of inspection for sanitary reasons, violations of University regulations and/or to perform repairs and maintenance. 

The University also reserves the right of entry without notice in emergency situations, for spot inspections, and for such purposes as are reasonable and necessary to ensure the comfort, safety, well being and protection of the rights of all members of the University community.
Room Searches
To conduct a room search, the student must give permission or authorization must be granted by the appropriate vice president, dean of students or the Office of Residence Life. Any items taken from a person or room during a search will become the property of the University and disposed of as deemed necessary.

Guests

Students are responsible for the conduct of their guests at all times, including any damage caused by their guests. Guests must act in a manner consistent with the policies and guidelines of Capitol Technology University. Residents are responsible for making necessary arrangements with roommates when a guest will be present, whether for a few hours or a few days. Residents are limited in the number of guests they may have at one time in their residence.
For security purposes, residents must check-in overnight guests through RAs. Overnight guests may stay no longer than 2 consecutive nights and no more than 6 nights within a 30-day period of time. Guests are never to be in possession of any resident’s keys and should always be escorted by their host. All guests must be registered and approved. Violators of this policy will be subject to dismissal from the University residence halls.
Any guest under the age of 16 must be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.  Guests under the age of 16 may not stay overnight and must leave the residence halls by the start of Quiet Hours, even if they have a parent or legal guardian escort.  
Visitation Policy 
Capitol Technology University’s open visitation policy is based on the confidence that residents will make mature decisions regarding their social behavior. The belief that no individual has the right to infringe upon another’s freedom, privacy, happiness and safety; and the reliance that Capitol Technology University students are willing to accept both the rights and responsibilities of such a policy. Open visitation is not to be construed as permission to invade another resident’s privacy. 

Alcohol

Those residents 21 years of age or older may consume alcohol in their room if their roommate(s) are 21 years of age or older or if they have a single room.  Alcohol may not be stored in any area of the apartment except a single room assigned to a resident 21 years of age or older.  Individuals under the age of 21 are not permitted to be in the presence of alcohol, whether it is being consumed or not. Alcohol may not be consumed outside of the bedroom.  No resident is allowed to possess or store more alcohol than what is reasonable for personal consumption.  
Cigarette/Tobacco

All buildings on the Capitol Technology University campus are smoke-free.  This includes vaping.
Illegal Drugs

Under U.S. law it is illegal to buy, sell or use any controlled substance without a doctor’s consent. Capitol Technology University enforces this law with students in the strongest terms.

Solicitation

Door-to-door contact for the purpose of soliciting funds or sales, recruiting members or support for an organization or cause, compiling data for surveys, or other purposes, or distributing advertising or other materials is prohibited for all groups and individuals (except on official University business) unless properly authorized by the Office of Residence Life. The use of common areas or public space within the residence halls for solicitation is also prohibited unless approved in advance by the Office of Residence Life.
Quiet Hours

In the residence halls, the overriding principle is courtesy. In such close quarters your actions impact those around you. Students must keep in mind the needs and requests of all residents. 

The University enforces quiet hours from 10 p.m. to 10 a.m. Sunday through Thursday and 12 midnight to 11 a.m. Friday and Saturday.

During finals, 24-hour quiet hours go into effect and are strictly enforced. The quiet hours are in effect 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Sports/Exercise Equipment 
No sport activities will be allowed in the apartments or within six feet of the apartment buildings. Sports include activities such as soccer, ping-pong, basketball dribbling, throwing of baseball, softball or tennis balls, wrestling, water/water gun fights, etc…this is not meant to be an exhaustive list. Any workout equipment needs to be approved by the Office of Residence Life; it may not be stored in the common area.

Horseplay

Excessive horseplay is dangerous and reckless.  This type of behavior may cause personal injury and property damage.  Residents engaging in excessive horseplay may face judicial sanctions. At no point are students allowed in the pond, on roofs, or in areas closed to them.
Animals/Pets

Nonmeat-eating fish in tanks no larger than 5 gallons are the only animals permitted in the residence halls. Residents who are found in violation of this policy may be removed from the halls and will be held accountable for any cost of exterminating or cleaning as a result of the animal.

Roofs and Windowsills

Students are not permitted to use the roofs of any of the apartments or any canopy/ledge areas at any times for any reason (i.e., objects including plants, glassware and decorative items are not allowed).

Windows
Because of the danger to lives and property, dropping, throwing or allowing any objects (liquid or solid) to be ejected from, thrown in or out of residence hall windows, are strictly prohibited. Residents are responsible for any objects ejected from their windows.

Snowballs/Water Fights

Throwing snowballs or participating in water fights in the vicinity of the residence halls, roadways, walkways or other campus buildings is strictly prohibited. This policy is enforced to prevent damage and destruction of property, prevent personal injury and to ensure the rights of persons who do not wish to be involved. Students are responsible for their actions and any resulting damages, should they choose to participate.

Biohazardous Material

In the event that bodily fluid (i.e., blood, urine, vomit, etc.) is expelled onto campus residence halls or grounds, a member of the Office of Residence Life staff must be contacted immediately. An outside organization will be contacted for
clean up. This procedure is implemented to prevent the spread of infectious disease.

Fire-Safety Issues

Smoking inside, smoking outside, candles, oil lamps, incense, open-flame apparatus, electrical or kerosene heaters, hot plates, outdoor grills, and any other materials that are inherent fire hazards are prohibited in or near the residence halls. The Office of Residence Life must approve the use of candles for religious purposes or other special circumstances before use. 

Motorcycles, mopeds, or gasoline engines are NOT permitted within any residence hall.

Fire drills are conducted at various times in accordance with the law, to ensure that all residents are familiar with evacuation procedures and all safety equipment is functional. During a fire drill you must evacuate the building and follow emergency procedures described by the Office of Residence Life staff. Failure to evacuate puts your life and the life of the person who must enter the building to locate you in jeopardy.

Fire-safety equipment is placed in the residence halls for your protection and the protection of the property in the event of a fire. Anyone who causes damage to this equipment or who renders it unusable/ineffective is endangering the safety of all residents. Residents who misuse or tamper with any fire-safety equipment, including setting false alarms, will be subject to penalties described by state and federal laws, as well as University judicial action. Students are required to take all fire alarms seriously. Notification of fire alarms to the Residential Life staff is crucial in maintaining emergency protocol. 

Residence Life staff members can be contacted via person or phone. Failure to contact a staff member regarding a fire alarm or use of fire equipment will result in a judicial referral. 
The University takes emergency calls and alarms very seriously. All calls are responded to with a matter of urgency.  Reporting a false alarm in hopes of expediting contact with a member of the Residence Life staff will be viewed as a serious violation of University policies.
Fireworks, explosives, chemicals, firearms and other weapons are strictly prohibited in and around all residence facilities.
Important Telephone Numbers

Fire, Rescue, Police

911

TTY 301-350-1181


Maryland Poison Control


800-492-2414


Laurel/Beltsville Hospital


301-725-4300

TTY 301-490-4616


Cheverly Drug Abuse Treatment Clinic 
301-386-0227

RA On Call
301-655-2116
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